Winter Newsletter 2006
President’s Farewell Message
by: Bill Schelling
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Welcome to our first
newsletter of the 2006. I would
like to first thank the officers and
board members for the support they
gave me in 2005. They are the most
professional and unselfish people I
have ever met. When I first took the
position as president, I was wondering
if I could do as good a job as my predecessor (Paul
Clement). With the help of our members we had a
great 2005.
In 2005 we had 3 terrific workshops. We had
one in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. The
members in our Chapter that lead the workshops are:
Don Knezick,Tanya Lelo and Scott Thomas. These
people are true leaders. We had great attendance
at each of them and everyone that attended learned
something from the great academic lectures. We got a
lot of good feedback from the attendees.
Also, in 2005, we helped start a new chapter
in India. John Peterson of our chapter led the way for
help there. The India Chapter is now working thru the
IECA to get it underway.
We also helped sponsor the Envirothon
program in Maryland this year. Robert Connelly led
the way. He has done this for several years, another
true professional.
We continued our outreach during the year
when the disasters of the Tsunami and Hurricane
Katrina occurred, by donating money on behalf of the
IECA for the relief effort. I am very proud of the way
our chapter stepped up to help.
Again, this year we received, for our
achievement, the “Rick Granard” award for our fifth
consecutive year. We have earned this award every
year since it’s inception from the IECA. This award is
for the outstanding chapter in the world for the IECA.
By getting this award, one can see the quality of the
people we have in this chapter.
The culmination of our year was our annual
conference which was headed by Ed Stein which was
held in Ocean City, Maryland. We had one of the most
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13th Annual Environmental Conference,
Workshop & Trade Show
September 26-29, 2006
Norfolk Sheraton Waterside
Norfolk, VA
by: Jim Barrett, CPESC
Following in the footsteps of the very successful 2005
MAC-IECA Conference and Trade Show in Ocean City, MD,
the MAC is determined to provide an even bigger and better
conference and trade show in 2006. The dates are September
26 – 29 at the Norfolk Sheraton Waterside. John Gonzales has
stepped up to put together an outstanding technical program.
With the close proximity to Washington, D.C. and the state and
federal agencies close to Norfolk we will be able to pull top-notch
speakers for the regulatory part of the program. There is also
many nationally known experts is other areas of the Erosion and
Sediment Control industry close by that John can pull from in
putting together an outstanding program.
Norfolk’s waterside area has much for everyone to
do with the Douglas McArthur Memorial and Museum, and
McArthur Mall, Battleship Wisconsin, and much dining and
entertaining for the whole family. Also, close by is Colonial
Williamsburg and Jamestown which will be celebrating the
400th anniversary of the first permanent English settlement in the
Western Hemisphere in 2007. The facilities are open and ready
for your family to take a historical vacation in conjunction with
the conference.
The hotel has excellent conference facilities and
connections with several local golf courses to top off a week of
fun and learning for everyone.

Look for the registration packet in the
summer newsletter!
See you in Norfolk in September.

WESTERN PA STORMWATER
BMP WORKSHOP,
“A SUCCESS!”

12th ANNUAL MAC/IECA
CONFERENCE
by: Ed Stein, 2005 Conference Committee Chairman
The Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the International
Erosion Control Association held it’s 12th Annual
Conference, Workshop and Expo at the Clarion Resort
Fontainebleau
Hotel in Ocean
City, Maryland.
This was our 3rd
Conference
at
this facility. The
reason we keep
returning is the
location as well
President Bill Schilling conducts his ﬁnal
as the staff at the
board meeting in Ocean City
Clarion. People
enjoy coming to Ocean City after the summer madness is
over.
The event started off on Monday with the Annual
Golf Tournament. We returned to the site of the ice
bowl ~ the Eagles Landing Golf Course. With the first
group teeing off at 8:03, it was an early morning for the
participants. The weather was perfect and everyone had a
great time. Many thanks to Butch Wilson for a great job,
as usual.
In the afternoon, we offered a field trip to a major
highway project south and west of Ocean City. There were
several conference participants that took advantage of the
trip. The Maryland
State
Highway
Administration
(SHA) provided
the speakers as well
as transportation
to and from the
site. A very warm
Thank You to my
former co-workers Technical sessions were awesome as usual
and friends at the
District 1 office of SHA for making the field trip one that
all will remember.
At 7:00 PM an Exhibitors Social was held in the
Expo Hall. In addition to the majority of the exhibitors
already set up to show their wares, there was plenty
of food, drink and good conversation for everyone in
attendance.
On Tuesday we got down to the conference itself.
The first challenge was to get everyone registered prior to
the opening session. We had everyone in the session ahead
of time. Jami Thompson and Pam Russell of the West

by: Tanya Lelo
The Cambria County Conservation District,
partnering with the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the
International Erosion Control Association (MACIECA) hosted the Western Pennsylvania Stormwater
BMP Workshop on August 10, 2005, in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania. Organizers called the workshop “a great
success.”
Approximately 88 engineers, plan designers,
contractors, consultants and erosion control technicians
spent the day participating in seminars and visiting
with erosion control and BMP product vendors. All
participants who stayed for the full day also received 4
PDH’s (Professional Development Hours) to add to their
professional portfolio.
The speakers for the day were enthusiastically
received by the workshop participants. Dr. Robert
Traver, Associate Professor of Civil and Environmental
Engineering from Villanova University and the Director
of the Villanova Urban Stormwater Partnership presented
two one-hour sessions on Advances in Stormwater
Management. He covered both the technological side and
the practical applications of various stormwater BMP’s.
Larry Coffman, President of the Low Impact
Development Center, and previous Associate Director of
the Prince George’s County (Maryland) Department of
Environmental Services Division, gave presentations on
Low Impact Development Principles and Practices for
Mountainous Regions as well as Bioretention for Cold
Climate Design Considerations.
Jim Pillsbury, Hydraulic Engineer with
Westmoreland (PA) Conservation District, gave a very
informative presentation on the common deficiencies
found on submitted Post Construction Stormwater
Management Plans.
The participating vendors included: ACF
Environmental; WEBTEC; American Excelsior;
Maccaferri, Inc.; JMD Company; Advanced Drainage
Systems; CDS Technologies; and Shri Agencies. Many
of the vendors said it was extremely worthwhile for them
to participate. In addition to visiting the vendor booths
before the workshop and during breaks, participants were
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Presidents Farewell Message, From Page 1
successful we’ve had. We had people from all over the Mid
Atlantic Chapter attend. John Peterson was recognized by
the president for the Outstanding Member of the Year. We
also had a representative from the International Erosion
Control Association attend our chapter conference, Meg
Tully. We enjoyed having someone from the IECA at our
conference. We were awarded the key to the city of Ocean
City, Md. by the mayor. I just couldn’t find the door it fit.
Our next conference will be in September, in
Norfolk, Va. Having accomplished the above with our
chapter and working with the many outstanding members of
the Mid Atlantic Chapter it is time for me to step down as

president and look forward to our newly elected President
Charles Riling. Charlie has done everything in our chapter
or at least it seems. He works for the West Virginia Highway
Department. He is another one or our great resources of
leaders in our chapter. He will definitely take us to another
level in the life of the Mid Atlantic Chapter of the IECA.
At this time, I would like to thank you for allowing
me to be your president this past year and for all the support
I was given.

Western PA Stormwater BMP Worshop A Success, From Page 2
allotted a separate hour during the workshop to check out
the vendors, their products and services.
The day’s events lasted from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm
and included lunch and door prizes.
Bill Schelling, Area Manager for Maccaferri Inc.
and President for the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the IECA,
commented, “We had a very successful workshop at the
University of Pittsburg/Johnstown with over 80 people
in attendance. We had the conference in an area that the
Mid Atlantic Chapter of the International Erosion Control
Association has never been and we found that there was
quite an interest in the Erosion and Sediment Control
Industry. In fact, there was so much interest in the area

that MAC/IECA is thinking about having their annual
conference in the Pittsburg area in 2007.”
Tanya Lelo, MAC-IECA Pennsylvania State
Representative and Board Member co-coordinated this
event with Bobbie Blososky, E&S Technician with Cambria
County Conservation District. She says, “Bobbie did an
absolutely fantastic job of putting everything together and
was largely responsible for this workshop being the great
success that it was. We’d also like to thank Robb Piper,
District Manager with Cambria County CD and his staff
as well. Without them and their help, we could have never
done this.

12th Annual MAC/IECA Conference, From Page 2
Virginia Conservation Agency handled all the registrations
as well as the registration table at the conference. As they
had done the previous year in Martinsburg, they did a
fantastic job. The MAC/IECA is greatly appreciative of the
work they do as well as the WV Conservation Agency for
allowing them help the MAC put their best foot forward.
The opening session began with a welcome from
Jim Mathias the Mayor of Ocean City. All of the speakers
at this session and in the technical sessions throughout the
entire conference did an amazing job. MAC/IECA’s strong
point has always been the technical program. I do believe
we raised the bar by several notches. Collin Burrell did a
totally amazing job in securing the speakers and selecting
the topics for the technical sessions. Collin, thank you, my
friend.
We also provided some fun. Don Hoey by way of
SHA was given carte blanc by me to develop a social program.
We had a poker draw, games of athletic skill on the beach,

a 50/50 drawing to
benefit the MAC’s
scholarship fund and
last but not least the
ever popular “Pie
In The Face” fund
raiser. These two
events netted a total
of $644.00 dollars
for the scholarship
fund. Thanks to all A "Rip-Rap toss" was included in the
competition on the beach
who participated.
The conference had an attendance of 165 people
with 29 exhibitors doning the Expo Hall.
Hope to see all of you at our 13th Annual Conference in
Norfolk, VA. Be safe my friends.

3

EC 06 - Long Beach

The three core areas and an explanation of each
are:

One of my first official duties as
President of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter
was the distinct pleasure to represent
the MAC and accept the Rick Granard
Award for the 5th consecutive year.
We did tie with the Pacific Northwest
Chapter. Out of a possible 3000
points, each chapter received a perfect
Newly elected presiscore. This will tell us that the
dent Charles Riling
competition is getting real stiff. In
addition to the MAC winning the Rick Granard Award,
Tanya Lelo, PA Representative, won the Member Get A
Member Contest. Way to go Tanya.
There were approximately 55 attendees from
the Mid-Atlantic region. The informal MAC Chapter
Board meeting was attended by Robert Connelly, Dave
Snyder, Rob Lawson, John Peterson, Butch Wilson,
Steve Leonard, Andy Spear, Todd Braun and Bill Ragen.
In addition, Jane Riling and Lanka Santha of RoLanka
International, Inc., were quest attendees.
In addition, the unveiling of the new MAC
Chapter display was done at this conference. Many
thanks to Robert Connelly who oversaw the production
of the display. It is really awesome looking.
I have not seen any numbers to date for the total

Chapter Management:
This category includes such concepts as structure,
planning, review and resources. Structure deals with the
Chapter’s important documents, written job descriptions
and volunteer solicitation. Planning and Review evaluates
the Chapter’s strategic planning process, budgetary
development, communication with members and
headquarters, general meetings and leadership selection.
Resources refers to the technology available to the
Chapters.

Membership Development/Services:
This category addresses such concepts as
member recruitment plans and overall services to Chapter
members. Evaluated are such services as newsletters,
needs assessment surveys, welcome procedures and
more.

Education/Outreach:
Stressed here is the theme of service to the
association and service to the profession. This area
includes activities that strengthen the erosion and sediment
control profession and extend the visibility of IECA.
Activities evaluated include community service and
outreach programs, educational and event programming.
The MAC/IECA’s success in winning this award
each year of its existence is a tribute to the membership
of the chapter and the leadership of the chapter, as well
as the partnerships with other organizations developed
by the chapter over the years. The tireless and most
times unappreciated efforts of everyone involved coming
together for a common cause does have its rewards.
In
addition, Tanya Lelo, Pennsylvania
Representative, won the 2005 IECA Member Get A
Member contest.
Congratulations to the chapter membership,
board of directors, officers and Tanya for a job well done
in 2005. You have set the bar at unprecedented levels.

continued on page 6

WELL – HERE WE
GO AGAIN
Prior to the holiday season it was announced by
the IECA that the MID-ATLANTIC CHAPTER was
a winner in the 2005 Partners for Excellence Awards
Program. For the fifth consecutive year, the MAC/IECA
has won the Rick Granard Award of Distinction. This
is the highest overall award given to the Chapter within
IECA that accumulates the most points in three major
core areas each calendar year.
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RESULTS OF THE 2005 MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE
By: Dave Snyder
The MAC/IECA mailed a questionnaire to its members as part of its “Members Only” newsletter. It asked for input about
several topics in order to determine future chapter actions. Here are highlights from the responses:
When asked which one day workshop topics they would like to see offered, respondents had these five favorites (1 being
most important):
1. Stormwater Management
2. E & SC on Construction Sites
3. Low Impact Development
4. Streambank & Channel Stabilization
5. Vegetative Establishment

When asked which month(s) they would most likely attend a workshop, respondents generally picked cold weather
months.
All respondents preferred classroom and field training to classroom training only.
Regarding technical sessions at the MAC/IECA annual conference, these topics were most popular (1 being most
important):
1. E & SC on Construction Sites
2. Streambank & Channel Stabilization
3. Slope Stabilization
Coming
Soon . . .
4. Stormwater Management
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EC 06 - Long Beach, From Page 4
attendance at Long Beach; however, it appeared to be well
attended. The technical sessions that I attended were well
done and well attended.
The trade show was
a fantastic display of
products and equipment
to facilitate the job of
erosion and sediment
control.

I want to thank the Chapter Challenge participants for
the exhausting efforts that they exhibited in the Paddle Boat
Race. Robert, Rob, Butch, Steve and myself participated in
the paddle boat race which included delivering letters to the
postmaster. Upon arrival at the final destination the letters
were opened and questions had to be answered. The MAC
placed 6th out of 7 teams and won a 1 day pass to EC 07. I
think we all learned that being in shape is highly overrated.
Thanks guys for a fun time.

“Tales from the Plan Side”
by: Scott J. Thomas, P.E.
As promised in the last newsletter, “Tales from the
Plan Side” will kick-off in this issue. We hope “Tales”
becomes a long-running feature that provides an insightful,
educational and humorous look into the world of preparing
and reviewing erosion and sediment control plans. On any
given day, I am sure that we all receive information in the mail
or by email or other sources that gives us information on an
upcoming conference or workshop or features an innovative
project, case study or product that
relates to the erosion and sediment
control industry. However, in my
opinion, there is not really too
much real world information out
there that specifically targets the
erosion and sediment control plan
preparer or plan reviewer as an
audience.
As this is the first “Tales”
article, I will not immediately jump
into principles and practices but
must first set some basic ground
rules. Read closely because this information will generally
not be repeated in subsequent articles. In this issue, I feel
that it is important to state the purpose of the article, what
program area it applies to, give some brief information on
the author, and finally, provide an indication of where the
article will go from here starting with a baseline definition.
As iterated in the last newsletter, the purpose of the article
will be to give information on the preparation and review
of erosion and sediment control plans from both the private
and public sector points of view. The articles will not only
focus on the weird and unusual, but also provide helpful tips
and advice on erosion and sediment control plan techniques.
The articles will focus primarily on erosion and sediment

control plans for urban programs; however, I anticipate
that it will be impossible to avoid other related program
areas such as agricultural, transportation, industrial, etc. or
other closely related topics such as drainage, geotechnical,
stormwater management, water quality and the principles
of site development. As the MAC/IECA newsletter is an
awesome regional educational outreach tool, this also means
that the article must not talk too much in specific about local
program practices and regulations as
rules and design criteria may differ
greatly between localities, districts,
regions and states. However, there
will always be common themes by
which discussion can originate.
The author is a civil
engineer who holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Civil Engineering
Technology from the University of
Pittsburgh at Johnstown. He was a
resident of Johnstown, Pennsylvania
for 28 years and was about 12 years
old when the Flood of 1977 occurred. The City of Johnstown
is known, among other things, as the Flood City and perhaps
that is why he may have such an interest in the causes of
flooding. He has 18 years experience in the private and
public sectors and spent the first 11 years of his career
with consulting engineering firms in both Pennsylvania
and Virginia. As a civil engineer, he was involved with
a multitude of site development projects which required
obtaining permits and preparing drainage, erosion and
sediment control and stormwater management plans. In the
last 7 years, he has been with the public sector, in a rapidlygrowing jurisdiction in the Tidewater Virginia area, where
he has reviewed well over 1,000 plans for Chesapeake Bay
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"Tales from the Plan Side", From Page 6
(water quality), drainage, erosion and sediment control and
stormwater management purposes. On a daily basis he
deals with all most individuals involved with the erosion
and sediment control industry including citizens, consulting
firms, contractors, developers, elected officials, product
manufacturers, property owners and with a wide variety of
local, state and federal regulatory agencies.
As by now I am probably running out of space and
have extended my welcome. The final remark in today’s
article will be a definition. In future articles I will probably
dive into many of the specific definitions and practices of
erosion and sediment control. In this article, I wanted to
provide a definition to use as a starting point for future
articles. An erosion and sediment control plan is a very
complex and comprehensive look at an existing site and it’s
proposed development scheme which fully considers existing
land features and resources, soil conditions, topography,
hydrology, hydraulics and the proposed development plan’s
features, construction methods and other factors which I
may have omitted. It is not just a series of measures placed
on a drawing – it is a plan which effectively uses narratives,

sequences of construction, computations and plan view
drawings, details and notes. It is prepared and reviewed by
a real person, who generally has spent a great deal of time
and effort on the project and has some basic understanding
that every decision, measure, comment or procedure added
to the plan will result in a cost - but also in the end it will
protect a valuable natural resource. The process was never
intended to work like an ATM machine - pay a fee, get a
plan and then get a permit. In short it is a vision - artistically
crafted and created using common sense in combination
with education, experience and training - and then presented
in a fashion using common familiar presentational and
scientific methods. We must not forget that it is ultimately
done to allow development to occur while protecting our
valuable natural resources.
As always if you have any rebuttal or have any
suggestions for future articles, you can contact me at
(757)253-6639 or by email at scottt@james-city.va.us.

U.S. Lobbying Scandal Heightens Scrutiny
by: John W. Peterson
Chairman, IECA Government Relations Committee
With IECA’s Government Relations Committee
involving more members and becoming more active, the
current U.S. Lobbying scandal could cause IECA members
to worry about our more active role. This article is intended
to answer questions and eliminate any fears that IECA, being
a not-for-profit organization, is at risk of doing something
improper.
The emphasis placed on political fundraising in the
US by lobbyists such as the scandal-plagued Jack Abramoff
is a growing problem in Washington. A growing number
of lobbyists see channeling campaign funds as the main
entrée to the political arena in which their client’s interests
will be determined. This fixation on campaign funds has
dramatically changed the tenor on Capitol Hill.
Campaign contributions, if made legally, are not
evil. Currently the cost of running a competitive Senate
campaign costs close to $10 million. The Center for Public
Integrity estimates that of about 30,000 registered lobbyists,
14,000 are active. Nearly 250 are former members of
Congress or former agency heads, pursuing interests on
behalf of everyone from universities and Indian tribes to
companies selling everything from machine guns to candy
bars to pharmaceuticals. Lobbyists spent nearly $13 billion
between 1998 and 2004 to influence members of Congress

and federal officials on legislation and regulations.
Lobbying has a rich history tied to the foundation
of the US government, and its practitioners have often been
viewed skeptically. As one story goes, it was in the early
1870’s that President Grant coined the term “lobbyist.”
After a long day in the Oval Office, Grant would escape for
a cigar and brandy in the Lobby of the Willard Hotel. Many
would-be power brokers approached him on individual
causes. Grant called these people “lobbyists.”
Webster defines Lobbyists as “people acting for
special-interest groups, who try to influence the introduction
of or voting on legislation or the decisions of government
administrators.” Their work is considered by many to
be vital to policy making and is protected under the First
Amendment right “to petition the government for a redress
of grievances.”
There are a few general classes under which
lobbyists fall. Corporate lobbyists represent individual
companies that employ them to push company interests on
Capitol Hill. Nonprofit and public-interest lobbyists work
for grass-roots causes or voluntary organizations. If IECA
does anything that would ever be considered lobbying, this
would be the category it would fall in. Contract lobbyists
work for whoever hires them, private companies, unions,
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U.S. Lobbying Scandal Heightens Scrutiny, From Page 7
or any other group interested in persuading a lawmaker to
vote in a certain way. The common thread among lobbyists
is a desire to contribute to public-policy formulation. One
Member of Congress I know said he often finds lobbyists to
be a valuable asset because they focus on particular subject
matters that he could not get anywhere else.
There are laws to keep lobbyists in check. The
lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, PL 104-65, says anyone
employed for services that include more then one lobbying
contact – an oral or written communication, including emails
with an executive branch official, member of Congress
or congressional staffer – during a six-month period must
register with the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the
House. The Act is directed at professional lobbyists, those
who receive payment to lobby for a client. Those lobbyists
are required to register and report certain information and
provide general, broad financial data. The law’s registration
requirements are not separately triggered by “grass roots”
lobbying activities of the type IECA may engage in. An
organization that engages only in “grass roots” lobbying,
regardless of the extent of the “grass roots” lobbying
activities, will not be required to register its members,
officers or employees who engage in such activities. PL
104-65 also contains dollar amount thresholds for spending
on lobbying activities that IECA does not come close to
meeting. Two other Acts could also come into play, the
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002, and the Foreign
Agents Registration Act. Neither of those Acts would likely
affect IECA.
Currently in Washington there are 16 different
lobbying firms that have more than 100 lobbyists each.
That’s more than the Senate has senators. The vast majority
of lobbyists are ethical, honest, have integrity and do their
jobs well with honor. Any suggestion that Abramoff is at all
typical of the standard way of doing business is erroneous.
The constitution protects the right of lobbyists to spend

money to influence politicians, a key hurdle prosecutors
will have to overcome to prove someone like Abramoff or
the circle of elected officials tied to him have committed
a crime. In cases involving a “quid pro quo” between a
lobbyist and a lawmaker, prosecutors must have evidence
showing that the transaction crossed the line between
federal bribery law – which bars the offering or acceptance
of anything of value in exchange for influence – and the
First amendment, which specifically protects the right to
petition the government.
My purpose for this article is to assure IECA leaders
and members that our Government Relations activity is
completely within the rules and is part and parcel of the
process of government. We are unpaid volunteers and are
erosion and sediment control experts with information vital
to members of Congress as they do their duty. We do not
give any funds to politicians. While the Abramoff Scandal
is a particular problem for Republicans now, it has ensnared
Republicans and Democrats alike.
I’m reminded that the more we choose to believe
our US lobbying problems come from not having enough
laws, the more we distort the truth that the problem is
corrupt people, not a corrupt system. As the saying goes,
for a man with hammer everything looks like a nail. The
politicians hammer is legislation and they’re always ready
to use it. There is a great incentive to write new laws.
After all, politicians always want to be perceived as “doing
something.” We should recall, before we start trying again
to fix this latest corruption with new laws, the famous words
of George Washington: “Whatever may be conceded to
the influence of refined education on minds of particular
structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect
that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious
principle.” Slowly but surely we seem to be losing our
sense of right and wrong.

James City Workshop
by: Scott Thomas
James City County, Virginia hosted a Bioretention
Basin Workshop on Friday, November 18, 2005 from 8:00
a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at the James City/Williamsburg Community
Center located at 5301 Longhill Road in Williamsburg,
Virginia. Workshop partners included the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation NFWF (under grant agreement reference
# 2004-001-016; Courthouse Bioretention Demonstration
VA), the James City County PRIDE (Protecting Resources
in Delicate Environments) water quality education program

and the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the International Erosion
Control Association (MAC/IECA). There were 78 total
registrations with approximately 69 attendees consisting
of engineering/development representatives, regulatory
officials, non-profit organizations and interested citizens.
Topics discussed included planning, funding, design,
construction, performance, maintenance and a tour of the
bioretention basin as constructed in November 2003.
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TREATING STORM WATER?
CDS MAKES IT SIMPLE WITH THE
RIGHT SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR PROBLEMS
CONTINUOUS
DEFLECTIVE
SEPARATION &
SWIRL
CONCENTRATION

Patented, non-blocking,
non-mechanical
screening with no
moving parts for
minimal maintenance,
reliable results.

OFFLINE CDS UNIT

STORM WATER
TECHNOLOGIES

DROP-IN CDS UNIT

INLINE CDS UNIT

CSO/SSO

800-848-9955

WASTEWATER

www.cdstech.com
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Tom Mullen

T: 410-620-0933
F: 410-620-1250
E: tmullen@cdstech.com

IT’S TIME FOR MAC/IECA TO STEP UP TO THE PLATE
by: Ed Stein
Past MAC/IECA President
Past IECA President
The Mid Atlantic Chapter of the International Erosion Control Association is the model for what IECA envisions
as a typical chapter. The sad part is that most Chapters keep plodding along to only dream of being where we are today.
The Rick Granard Award for Excellence was created about 5+ years ago. To date the MAC/IECA has won the award
every year over that time span.
I guess by this time you are wondering where I’m going with this. Given our track record I ﬁnd it very strange
that we have not had a single MAC/IECA Member on the IECA Board of Directors going on 3 years. At one point we
had 3 IECA Board members, John Peterson, Neil Reinecker and myself. The current 9 member is structured as follows:
East of the Mississippi ~ One Member (State of Maine)
West of the Mississippi ~ Seven Members
Australia ~ Two Members
Does anyone but me see a problem here. When I ﬁrst got involved with IECA in 1985 the Board of Directors was
a West Coast Board and their idea of effective erosion control measures was dated and no longer practiced in our region.
I’m not predicting we will return to that but it would seem to me that IECA’s model chapter would have at least one or
two Mid Atlantic folks on the IECA Board.
In late spring or early summer IECA will be mailing to each of it members information on becoming a board of
directors candidate. Please give some serious thought about running for ofﬁce. The job is really not that bad. The Board
must meet 4 times a year. They meet at the beginning and end of the North American Conference as well as a summer
meeting in Steamboat Springs, CO (very nice) and a fall meeting which has been Hawaii the last 2 years (very, very,
nice).
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MAC/IECA Repeats as Envirothon Sponsor
Report provided by: The Maryland Envirothon
Submitted by: Robert Connelly
The 15th annual Maryland Envirothon was held at Harford Glen Environmental Education Center in Harford
County, June 21st-June 23rd 2005. Teams from 17 Maryland counties convened to compete for scholarship money, prizes
and the chance to represent Maryland at the Canon Envirothon. There were 99 students and 30 advisors who participated
at the state level.
Teams arrived at Harford Glen on Tuesday the 21st and were given a background perspective on the 2005 5th
issue-”Preserving the Cultural Landscape”, followed by an introduction to the oral presentation problem. Teams were
later entertained by Maryland DNR’s Scales and Tales program before heading off for evening educational activities.
The students spent Wednesday participating in training sessions on site. This training was given by the natural
resource professionals conducting the competition. This gave the teams an additional opportunity to train with experts in
each ﬁeld.
The Envirothon culminated Thursday with the actual testing. Teams were tested on their knowledge at ﬁve resource stations and an oral presentation station. A luncheon awards program Thursday afternoon recognized the high
scoring teams in each resource area as well as the high scoring oral presentation. The top scoring teams of the competition were presented with scholarship money and prizes. Each team member from the 1st place team was given $500.00,
2nd place team members $300.00 and 3rd place team members $200.00 each.
The team from Queen Anne’s County was the overall winner with a cumulative score of 517.33 out of 600 points.
This team then represented Maryland in the Canon Envirothon held in Springﬁeld, Missouri, July 18-24th where they
placed 22nd out of 50 teams! Histories of successes like this demonstrate the quality of the program Maryland has been
able to produce. Several states new to the Envirothon program have used Maryland as their model, exemplifying the
reputation the Maryland Envirothon has earned.
Thanks to the generosity of groups like MAC/IECA, the Envirothon continues to improve and become more efﬁcient in the delivery of its program. With funds obtained from organizations such as yours, the Maryland Envirothon has
consistently displayed excellence and success in the program.

Info
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Robert R. Connelly, II, CPESC
1240 Tahoe Court
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

