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"Past" President’s Message
By Charles Riling

A new year has started as
it seems to do at the same time
every year. I hope that each of you
had a most joyful holiday season
and are ready to attach the new
year with gusto. I know that the
MAC Board of Directors has been
in the planning stages for 2009 for
quite some time. However, before we talk about the New
Year, lets us refresh for the 2008 year.
The MAC’s grandest event each year is its annual
conference. 2008 was no exception. The MAC ventured
into western Pennsylvania (Pittsburgh to be exact) for the
first time in its history. The Radisson-Greentree was host
to the 15th annual conference under the leadership of Mr.
Don Sheaffer, Conference Chair. From the golf outing
which starts the conference festivities each year to the
closing session three days later, everyone seemed to be
enjoying themselves and renewing old acquaintances as
well as making new ones. Yours truly was having a blast
and relishing every moment. The Radisson- Greentree was
a great place to hold the MAC and the accommodations
and food as well as the staff was more than helpful every
step of the way.
Mr. John Ravert put together an outstanding
technical program that everyone was wanting to attend all
sessions, but wasn’t practical. It started with the opening
session and Mr. John Hines delivering a keynote address
that keep everyone wondering what was next. It was still
being talked about by folks at the end of the conference.
The speakers and presenters for the technical sessions
were very knowledgeable and presented their talks with
precision. It seems impossible, but each year seems to get
better.
During the year, The Board of Directors’ elected
five new members to its board. In April, Mr. Robert Pickett,
Virginia and Mr. Alan Dingess, West Virginia were added

See President's Message, page 2

15th Annual Conference in Pittsburgh
By Don Sheaffer, Conference Chairperson
Our first conference in Western Pennsylvania turned
out to be a success. Turning the Steel City Green was the theme
of our 15th Annual Environmental Conference, Workshop and
Trade Show held at the Radisson Green Tree in Pittsburgh on
September 23-25, 2008.

The attendance cameto 122 during the conference with 30
exhibitors displaying their goods and services. We also had 14 in
the CPESC/CPSWQ review courses.
We were pleased to receive many evaluation forms from
the workshops and the overwhelming opinion was our workshops
were informative and helpful.

President Riling gives final address to the crowd

See 15th Annual Conference, page 2

The MAC
is looking to
help you or your
organization hold
a workshop in your
area. We can assist
you by providing
expert speakers,
demonstrations,
exhibits of the
latest
products
available to help
John Peterson gathers with old friends
your work easier.
If you would like our assistance, please contact any member of
the MAC and find out how you can make it happen. If you do
not know a MAC member, please go to our webpage and click
on the state representatives’ link to find out whom to contact.
Once again, if you are a MAC member and would like
to get involved with the Chapter by participating in committees,
workshops, conference, planning, state representative, etc.,
please contact a current board member and ask how you can
get involved. If you are not a member, I ask you to contact Don
Sheaffer at doncurlex@aol.com or any other member to learn
how to join the IECA and the MAC. Once again, you can go to
our web page and click on the IECA link to find membership
registration forms.

President's message continued from page 1
to the Board. At the close of the conference, Ms. Brooke
Leonard, Pennsylvania; Mr. Dale Foxwell, Maryland and
Mr. Jason Beeler, Virginia were elected to the MAC Board
of Directors. However, we had to say goodbye to a couple
of original board members in Mr. Ed Stein and Mr. Jim
Barrett. They
both expressed
that they would
no longer be
able to serve
on the board. It
is with sadness
that we say
goodbye
to
this gentlemen
since
they
All of the social events were well attended
were a part of
the MAC from
its inspection. Best of luck to both of them in their future
endeavors.
It is my pleasure to formally announce that next
year, 2009, the 16th Annual Conference will be held at the
Crowne Plaza – Baltimore in Timonium, MD. Mr. Butch
Wilson is chairing the event with a lot of assistants from
Paul Clement, John Gonzalez, Tom Master and others. The
dates for the conference will be September 22-24, 2009.
Mark your calendars now and plan on joining us at the
Crowne Plaza. If you would like to help with the conference
and putting it together, give Butch a call or send an e-mail.
I know he would appreciate any help you can give. As
conference information becomes available, it will be posted
at www.macieca.org . See keep checking.
Since I became involved with the MAC 11
years ago, I cannot begin to tell you what a very satisfy and
rewarding time this has been for me. To be involved with
the group of people that make up the MAC and its Board
of Directors has been a ride that I could have only dreamed
about. The “MAC Family” reaches out with love, caring,
comfort, support and as many other superlatives’ that could
be thought of. I have been the receipt of the majority of
them. The last three years have been difficult for me and
my immediate family. However, if it wasn’t for the love
and support of the MAC family being there every step of
the way to provide support and caring it would have been a
lot more difficult. Although I’m leaving as president of the
MAC, I will still be involved as much as possible because I
believe in what we do with my whole heart.
During the last conference, Mr. Roy Van Houten
was elected president. I ask that each of you provide Roy
with the support that I have received over the last three years.
Roy will continue to lead the MAC to greater heights. The
rest of the officers for the 2009 year remain unchanged.

15th Annual Conference continued from page 1
The conference was
given high marks
by the attendees
with many good
suggestions
for
future
workshops/
conferences.
Our
technical workshop
coordinator
John
Ravert did a great job
with the workshops
and getting quality
The Expo was another big hit with
speakers. Thanks to
over 30 exhibitors
John for all his hard
work and thanks to all our speakers and monitors for making these
sessions a success.
The golf outing
was won by a threesome
for Wetland Studies and
Solutions: Jason Beeler,
Mike Wills, and Dan Fisk.
The weather was perfect
and a good time was had
by all. Our 50/50 drawing
to support our scholarship
fund was won by Clint
McAfoos of Hanes Geo
Components.
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Rob Lawson and Robert Connelly
pause for a snapshot

See you next September in Baltimore.

Election of New Officers for 2009
By Rob Lawson, Election Commettee
Concluding a dynamic and well attended conference
nestled in the Appalachian Mountains, we once again elected
officers that are professional capable individuals that will lead
the chapter into another year of successful accomplishments
in 2009! We have found youth and excitement in our newly
elected President, Mr. Roy Van Houten, Wetland Studies and
Solutions, Inc. While Roy will definitely be an asset, we wish
the very best for outgoing president Charles Riling who has
served unselfishly through the years! Don Sheaffer, American
Excelsior, will proudly serve as out First Vice-President. Paul
Evans, Burlington County, N.J. Soil Conservation District, is
willing and ready to tackle the Second Vice-President post.
We are extremely happy to have John Gonzalez, McCrone
Inc., serving again as Secretary. AAAAAAAnd we are
extremely pleased to once again have long time member
Scott Keefer, DMJM & Harris, controlling our finances as
Treasurer!

16th Annual MAC-IECA Conference
September 22 - 25, 2009
Crowne Plaza Baltimore
Timonium, Maryland
Mark the dates on your calendar now for the 16th

Annual MAC-IECA Conference. Planning has
already begun and the committee is working hard
to make this one of our best conferences ever. The
tentative schedule includes a golf tournament, Board
of Directors meeting, and an exhibitor’s reception
on Tuesday. Training sessions and workshops,
and an awards luncheon make up the schedule for
Wednesday. Thursday will have additional training
sessions and workshops, a luncheon, and a wrap up
Board of Directors meeting. Also on Thursday we will
be offering the Certified Professional in Erosion and
Sediment Control (CPESC), Certified Professional
in Storm Water Quality (CPSWQ), and the Certified
Erosion and Sediment and Storm Water Inspector
(CESSWI) Certification Exam Review courses. Friday
activities will consist of the CPESC, CPSWQ, and
CESSWI certification exams. Look for some surprises
throughout the conference. For additional information
contact Charles “Butch” Wilson Jr. at (410) 683-3388
or email him at cwilson@siteresourcesinc.com.

As we tackle another year, everyone is invited and
encouraged to participate on any level within our chapter!
Consider chairing committees, becoming a state rep,
organizing workshops and even running for office next year.
You may be surprised how rewarding and fun it can be!
We owe all our officers, state reps and involved members,
past and present, much gratitude for the success of the MidAtlantic Chapter!

6th Annual Scholarship Award
Scholarships were once again awarded to students
(sophomore, junior, and senior) enrolled in four-year
colleges and universities in the Mid-Atlantic region. They
should be considering a career in the erosion and sediment
control industry or related field. Their fields of study should
be areas such as: agricultural, civil, or environmental
engineering; agronomy; earth or environmental science;
geology; hydrology or hydraulics; forestry; or construction
technology.
Our winners this year are: Ryan Headley, a senior
at Rowan University, majoring in civil and environmental
engineering; Valentina Beneski, a sophomore at Wilkes
University, majoring in environmental engineering; and
Kevin Prendergast, a sophomore majoring in in civil and
environmental engineering at West Virginia University.

Congratulations to our winners!

JUST AT PRESS TIME!!

EC 09
By Roy Van Houten - President MAC/IECA
I just returned from EC09 so I thought I would drop
you all a quick line and let you know some of the highlights
from the venture to Reno. First and foremost I would like to let
you all know that Mr. Charles Riling followed through with Mr.
John Peterson’s request that I would be impeached. I am sure
this was the first of many impeachments so I would like to thank
Charlie for carrying out the impeachment hearings in a respectful
matter.
Mr. Michael Chase was named the new president of
the IECA at Monday’s luncheon. By far the most entertaining
portion of Mr. Chase’s inaugural speech was when he asked all
the attendees of the lunch to join him in performing a rain dance.
It was quite a site to see 250 adults snap their fingers, pat their
chests and rub their hands in sequence.
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See IECA 09, page 4

Mill Creek Park Streambank
Stabilization Project

IECA 09 continued from page 3
I can assure you I will not soon forget the looks on the
convention center staff as they watched this rain dance
unfold; it was priceless!
This year’s chapter challenge consisted of
several tasks each chapter needed to complete, such as
a scavenger hunt, a bb-gun shooting competition and
suduko puzzle solving. Since attendance was low the
MAC chapter was teamed up with the Northeast and
India chapters. It was a fun, team building experience
and I am pleased to announce that we came in third
place.
As always, a wide variety of informative courses,
ranging from digital data collection to wetland and
stream construction to BMP instillation and maintenance
were offered throughout the conference. The CPESC,
CESSWI, CISEC and CPSWQ review courses and
exams were also offered. The expo hall was packed
with exhibitors who had information about the latest
innovations in BMPs and erosion and sediment control
products.
EC09 offered attendees a great opportunity to
learn about new products and see and hear what erosion
and sediment control professional are doing in other
parts of the country and world. All of the attendees I
spoke with said they had a great time and they were
excited about the new business contacts and friends
they had made. I look forward to heading to Dallas next
February for EC10, and I hope more MAC members will
be able to join me!

Do we have your attention during tough
economic times?
By Paul Evans, Dr. Christopher Obropta,
and Sandra Goodrow

MONEY! Do we have your attention? In the toughest

economic time since FDR, it’s no wonder that grant
funding is harder to come by. Federal, State and Local
agencies, as well as private foundations are asking for a lot
more documentation regarding the multiple benefits and
monitoring techniques for proposed projects these days.
And rightfully so. They want assurances that their limited
funds are going to a project that is as close to a “sure thing”
as possible. With that in mind, the Burlington County Soil
Conservation District in southern New Jersey has partnered
with Rutgers University, the Burlington County Resource
Conservation Office and Willingboro Township on a stream
bank stabilization project that is sure to be a win-win for
everyone.
Dr. Christopher Obropta and Sandra Goodrow from
Rutgers University’s Extension Water Resources Program
prepared a work plan and suggested breaking the project
into two phases to leverage two separate sources of grant
funding, a technique which should become more popular in
the near future. Phase 1 begins the restoration of a degraded
stream bank along the Rancocas Creek at Mill Creek Park
and proposes to replace tidal wetland vegetation and
forested habitat along this section of river. This 200 foot
section of stream bank has been actively eroding and is
estimated to contribute large amounts of sediment into the
Rancocas Creek, and the rate of erosion has been steadily
increasing. Additionally, the project area provides public
access for park visitors so they can get to the water’s
edge. Due to the severe erosion, access to the Rancocas
Creek from the park trail is steep and unstable, creating
a safety hazard to park visitors. Ultimately, the entire
200 foot section of degradation will be properly restored
and stabilized after Phase 2 is complete. The proposed
restoration of the degraded stream bank, associated tidal
wetland vegetation and forest habitat will also result in a
continuous corridor of wildlife habitat. In addition to the
environmental benefits, there will be the creation of safe
public access. As part of this project, local volunteers will
be trained by faculty and staff from Rutgers University and
staff from the Burlington County Department of Resource
Conservation to participate in all aspects of the project. One
objective is to work with local municipalities and citizen
stakeholder groups so they can take ownership of these
types of endeavors, bringing their own resources to the
table to expand restoration efforts throughout the Delaware
River Basin. It is this combination of in-the-ground project
implementation and education outreach that makes this
project so beneficial to the area. The long term benefits will
be seen in both the stabilized ecosystems and the future use
of the waterway.

MAC Has New
State Representatives
At the close of the 15th Annual Conference held
in Pittsburgh, PA, the Mid-Atlantic Chapter voted three
new state representatives to its Board of Directors.
Ms. Brooke Leonard is a new representative
from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The state of
Maryland will be represented by Mr. Dale Foxwell and
the Commonwealth of Virginias’ newest representative
if Jason Beeler. If you know these folks, please
congratulate them on their appointments.
It is also a time of sorrow when the MAC Board
says goodbye to two of its long standing, original
Director’s in Mr. Jim Barrett and Mr. Ed Stein. These
gentlemen had a great deal to do with getting the MAC
started and setting the examples by which we still
follow today. Many wishes to both of them and we will
miss them greatly. Thanks for all that you have done.
To see a list of all of the MAC state
representatives, please go to the Executive Committee
link at www.macieca.org.
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Need LEED® Green Building points?
We can help.
Maccaferri can help you earn LEED® points for your
green building project.
For over 125 years, Maccaferri has been controlling
the forces of erosion and retaining the earth’s soil.
We’ve learned a lot since 1879 and apply that
knowledge to every product and every project.

Before construction

Our range of gabions, Reno mattresses, soil
reinforcement and erosion control products are
field proven to be the best in the industry.

Green Terramesh® installation

Maccaferri strives to provide a cost effective and
dependable environmental solution to every
project. We can help you save time and money
while earning LEED® points.

Prior to hydroseeding slope

www.maccaferri-usa.com ∙ 800-638-7744

Stabilized Slope with Green Terramesh®, C&O Canal, Arlington County, Virginia
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the International Erosion Control Association
(MAC/IECA)
Newsletter Advertisement Form
The advertisement type description, requirements and rates for the year 2009 are as follows:
1.

Business Card Advertisement: Your business card advertisement will appear on our business card
advertisement page along with other business card advertisements. Size is approximately 2-1/2” x 1-1/2”.
Cost is $50.00 per issue.

2.

Quarter-page Advertisement: Your business advertisement will appear once within the newsletter. Size is
approximately 3-3/4” x 5”. Cost is $100.00 per issue.

3.

Half-page Advertisement: Your business advertisement and/or article will appear once within the
newsletter. Size is approximately 7-1/2” x 5”. Cost is $150.00 per issue.

4.

Full-page Advertisement: Your business advertisement and/or article will be featured prominently within
the newsletter, such as inside the front or back covers, as a special insert or other appropriate location. Size is
approximately 7-1/2” x 10”. Cost is $250.00 per issue.

Please note articles and pictures should use the following format:
1.

All articles submitted should be in MS-Word. Use Times New Roman, Font Size 11. Use spell check and
grammar check. Website articles are acceptable if presented in the correct MS-Word format.

2.

All photographs should be JPEG format. The resolution should be 640X480 or 800X600. All photos should
be in color. All photos should include a caption (identify people).
………………………………………………………………..........
Please complete the form and return with a check (made out to MAC/IECA) to Mr. Robert Connelly, 1240 Tahoe Ct.,
Harrisonburg, VA 22801-8659. Mr. Connelly can be contacted at (540)438-1423 or rconnelly@acfenvironmental.com for further
information. You may pay for one or two issues at a time.

Name:
Business:
Address:

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
City, State and Zip Code: _______________________________________________________
Telephone No:
________________ Facsimile No.
_________________________
E-mail Address (Optional):________________________________________________________
Type Advertisement: ____

Rate _____ x Number of issue(s) _____ = $ ______________

Attach: Business Card ____________ / Advertisement / ___________ / Article ____________
(Please check one. Check Article only, if requesting a half-page or full-page advertisement.)
Also Accepting MasterCard or Visa: Card #____________________________
Exp. Date ______
Authorized Signature _____________________________________
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Mill Creek Park continued from page 4

Background

Monitoring and Evaluation Information

The bank of the Rancocas Creek at Mill Creek
Park in Willingboro, NJ is severely eroded and threatening
water quality, wildlife habitat and recreational safety.
This project was originally identified by the Burlington
County Soil Conservation District (BCSCD) in a survey
of the Rancocas Creek that identified and ranked potential
watershed restoration sites. A 2003 characterization of the
bank deterioration measured a necessary restoration of
a length along the Rancocas of 100ft. with an estimated
50-75 ft. from water to bank failure.
Since the erosion has continued unabated, the
effected area now stretches nearly 200 feet along the
stream and is eroded as far back as 150ft from the low tide
line. Over the last four years, a section of stream bank has
eroded an additional forty feet in depth, 200 feet long and
five feet high. This equates to a sediment loss from this
area of approximately 770,000 pounds per year. All this
sediment has been deposited into the Rancocas Creek and
ultimately into the Delaware River.

During the first year after restoration, an evaluation
of plant survival will be conducted. This evaluation will
determine if vegetative cover has been established. It will
also determine if any invasive plant species have occupied
the site and if any native species that were not originally
planted have become established at the site. Additionally,
cross-sections will be measured at the restoration site to
determine if erosion has ceased. These evaluations will be
conducted on an annual basis for the first three years after
the restoration is complete.
The educational programs will be evaluated to
determine if short-term outcomes, medium term outcomes
and long-term outcomes have been achieved. Short-term
outcomes will be a measure of increased knowledge and
awareness. These outcomes are measured by pre- and
post-testing of people who are attending the educational
programs. Upon the beginning of the educational programs,
students will be tested and then retested at the conclusion of
the program. These test data will be statistically analyzed
to determine if a significant increase in awareness and
knowledge has occurred.
Medium-term outcomes will be a measure of
behavior change. Although it is important to increase
citizen’s awareness and knowledge, it is more important
that these folks use this newly gained knowledge to change
their behavior. This will be measured by conducting
follow-up surveys with the participants in the educational
programs. These surveys will determine if individuals took
the knowledge they gained and changed their behavior by
implementing stormwater management measures in their
communities. The surveys will also attempt to determine
why people have not taken any action and what additional
resources they would need to move forward.
Finally, long-term outcomes will be a measure
of a change in condition. The change of condition could
be an improvement in water quality of the Rancocas
Creek as determined by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection. Another change in condition
would be the adoption of an educational program by a local
citizen action group. For example, a local group becomes
motivated to deliver an educational program on a regular
basis which means it has become the standard condition.
Any adoption of permanent educational programs or
changes in ordinances that have resulted from educational
programming will also be documented as a change in
condition and a measure of long-term success.

Implementation

The initial tasks involve planning, developing an
engineering base map and a schematic design which will
be used to obtain all of the necessary permits. Once all
approvals are obtained, a final design will be prepared
which incorporates each of the permit conditions. During
the design phase, our network of friends developed through
IECA will be consulted for advice on the latest technology
and products available to achieve the project’s goals.
The project team will put our heads together to select the
products and methods for final installation.
At this point, the fun begins. Volunteers will be
organized to replace the 1-1/2 acres of tidal wetlands. The
Willingboro Parks Department along with a local excavation
contractor will regrade the eroded stream bank and place
stone along the toe of the slope to protect the shoreline
from further undercutting. A combination of products
and techniques selected during the design phase will be
implemented and followed up with seeding and installation
of herbaceous plants in order to stabilize 100 feet of the 200
foot section of stream bank. Some of the measures tossed
around during the early stages of discussion were gabions,
erosion control matting, turf reinforcement mats, green
armoring, and various soil bioengineering techniques.
Rutgers will then work closely with volunteer groups to
install safe access to allow park visitors an opportunity
to reach the water’s edge. After the construction project
is complete, additional educational programs will be held
and press releases will be distributed. Funding for Phase 2
has already been obtained by Rutgers University, allowing
stabilization/restoration of the remaining 100 feet of eroded
stream bank to follow right on the heels of Phase 1. A
major focus of these efforts will be to continue to raise
the awareness of this project but also to empower groups
to continue these efforts by completing other restoration
activities in the Delaware River Basin.

MAINTAINENCE AND MONITORING
AGREEMENT

The Township of Willingboro will maintain the site
with additional oversight from the Burlington County Soil
Conservation District. Rutgers will conduct the monitoring
as described earlier in the Monitoring and Evaluation Section
of this proposal. Those responsible for reviewing and
approving the two grant proposals commented positively on
the multiple benefits and monitoring aspects of the projects,
which ultimately put them to the top of the ranking.
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relevant Members and staffers in both the House and the
Senate. This means the Members and staffers of the various
Congressional Committees that are important to IECA,
and also with those Members that have IECA members as
constituents. Developing those relationships with Members
and staff takes time and patience by all of us.
Despite the public perception to the contrary, and
the 110th Congress’ inability to pass much legislation,
a great deal of work is done on the Hill by very busy
Members and staffers. Unless a staffer knows us, calls
will often not be returned and emails may go unanswered.
Even with a positive relationship, delays can occur because
staff and Members are constantly barraged with competing
interests and other priorities.
The importance of good ongoing relationships with
staffers and Members cannot be overstated. When a staffer
knows IECA’s concerns because of frequent interaction,
a telephone call will alert us of a problem that could be
developing, or opposition that needs to be identified and
addressed. Notification of problem legislation is particularly
helpful. Likewise, staff is crucial to pushing legislation
forward and helping IECA navigate complex Congressional
procedures. If we have good relationships we can learn
of upcoming hearings and can inject IECA into debates.
None of this would happen if we did not have a voice and
a persistent presence on the Hill.
Contrary to popular belief and the Hollywood
version of lobbyists, relation building on the Hill is not
about lavish parties, dinners and cocktails. Instead, it is
about plain, old hard work, which includes developing
position papers and PowerPoint presentations for issues,
and countless meetings week after week where we try
to educate and develop support and consensus. It is not
glamorous and it is not easy.
A specific hurdle for IECA arises from the fact that
many IECA members are not naturally political and our
numbers are relatively small. Our greatest weapon on the
Hill is our good environmental, natural resource, erosion
control message, and our ability to build relationships. The
reality of the political process in Congress is that we have
one, strong, persistent voice and that we stand out from the
crowd. Then we have the ability to convince Members of
Congress to understand the impact they have on our issues
and to support us.
Delays and hurdles are built into the process of
passing a Bill into law. Senators can individually put a
hold on a Bill (I had this happen with PL 106-472), and
Senate rules requiring 60 votes can also impede progress.
The Committee process can be arduous, with hearings and
markups. During this process, opposition to any of IECA’s
proposals can be raised, and addressing that opposition
takes time and effort on our part.
Although tangible results can be slow in coming in
the business of government relations, taking the time to lay

Perplexed by how long it takes IECA
to Achieve its Legislative Goals?
Read on …
By John W. Peterson,
Chairman, Government Relations Committee,
Past President International Erosion Control Association (IECA)
To many people, and many IECA members, it can
often seem that our legislative priorities sink into a black
hole that Congress has designed to keep legislation from
being passed. Recently a friend of mine, Bill Bransford,
General Counsel to the Senior Executives Association
(SEA), wrote a very good piece on the subject (1). I have
also written on it in years past (2). For this article I have
used much from Bill’s recent article, and also from of my
own.
The last two years of the 110th Congress offer
one of the best examples of this problem since relatively
little legislation of any consequence has been passed. So
why does it take so long? And what lies ahead for any
proposals we might have? Following is a brief overview
of the process, and the hurdles that lie in the path of
federal legislative success. The same is likely true for state
legislative processes.
The legislative process can be divided into four
parts. First, an idea or problem is identified and a solution
proposed. Second, a champion must be identified and
recruited to assist. Third, members and staffers on Capitol
Hill and key individuals within the administration or
other stakeholders must be educated and convinced of
both the problem and the proposed solution, and a group
of supporters must be developed. Finally a Bill must be
introduced and guided through the process, which can
often be lengthy and complex. I have shared a personal
example of this with you at IECA North American Annual
Meetings in the past. I enjoyed a singular success with the
passage of Public Law 106-472 passed on Nov. 9th, 2000,
the Small Watershed Rehabilitation Act of which I was the
original author. This was the first major piece of NRCS USDA legislation passed in 22 years with the exception
of regularly scheduled Farm Bills. I suspect some IECA
contractor members have rehabilitated watershed earthen
dams authorized by PL 106-472.
As a general rule, each of these steps becomes
increasingly difficult and time-consuming as the process
unfolds. Another general rule is that nothing happens on
the Hill for IECA unless the members of Congress and
their staff know and respect IECA and its positions. I think
they do, and one of my highest priorities has always been
to ensure that respect for IECA continues.
The key to success in either stopping a bad Bill,
or getting a Bill passed, is having good relationships with
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the groundwork of relationships, supporters and education
eventually pays off. We need to remember that progress in
Congress is measured differently than our IECA members
would measure progress on their jobs, and we have to
give the federal legislative process time to work. In my
experience with PL 106-472, the time from the original
idea for a Bill to passage of the Law was from May, 1995
to Nov. 9th, 2000, almost 5 ½ years. That experience makes
an excellent case study.
The most important aspect of good government
relations almost never appears on the front page. Surprisingly,
significant changes in law occur on the margins of the
legislative process and out of public view. That’s where we
need to be most active. We also must never violate the first
rule of lobbying. “Don’t anger the Chairman.”

Scott Keefer, CPESC ~ Treasurer
DMJM + Harris
817 Bainbridge Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Phone: (302) 632-8416
Email: scott.keefer@verzion.net

Board of Directors/State Representatives:
Delaware:

Scott Keefer: scott.keefer@aecom.com
Beth Krumrine: Beth.Krumrine@state.de.us

District of Columbia:

Collin Burrell: collin.burrell@dc.gov
John Peterson: jwpeterson@cox.net

NOTES.

1. Bill Bradford, “Legislative Update,” in Action, the
Senior Executive Association Newsletter, November 2008,
p 3 & 4.
2. John W. Peterson, “Successful Approaches to Grassroots
Lobbying – and the Value of Partnerships,” NACD Spring
Legislative Conference, Washington, DC, March 25th,
2001.

Maryland:

Paul Clement: pclement@jmt.com

Dale Foxwell: jfoxwell@comcast.net
Don Hoey: dhoey@sha.state.md.us
John Gonzalez: kgonzalez@dol.net
Tom Master: TBMaster1009@comcast.net
Charles (Butch) Wilson: cwilson@siteresourcesinc.com

Mid-Atlantic Chapter
Officers & Board of Directors/
State Representatives For 2009

New Jersey:

Paul Evans: pevans@bscd.org
Don Knezick: don@pinelandsnursery.com

Roy Van Houten ~ President
Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc.
5300 Wellington Branch Drive, Suite 300
Gainesville, VA 20155
Phone: (703) 679-5631
Fax: (703) 679-5601
Email: rvanhouten@wetlandstudies.com

Pennsylvania:

Scott Keefer: scott.keefer@aecom.com
Brooke Leonard: brooke.e.leonard@gmail.com
Don Sheaffer: dsheaffer@curlex.com
Dave Snyder: dave.snyder@hanesindustries.com

Virginia:

Jason Beeler: jbeeler@wetlandstudies.com
Robert R. Connelly II: rconnelly@acfenvironmental.com
Darryl Cook: decook@james-city.va.us
Thomas DiLoreto: tdiloreto@acfenvironmental.com
Rob Lawson: rlawson@nagreen.com
Pat Menichino: pmenichi@james-city.va.us
John Peterson: jwpeterson@cox.net
Robert Pickett: Robert.Pickett@VDOT.Virginia.gov
Roy Van Houten: rvanhouten@wetlandstudies.com

Don Sheaffer ~ 1st Vice-President
American Excelsior Co.-Mid Atlantic Territory Manager
593 Lake Meade Dr.
East Berlin, PA 17316-9326
Phone: (717) 259-8418
Email: dsheaffer@curlex.com
Paul Evans ~ 2nd Vice-President
Burlington County Soil Conservation District
1971 Jacksonville Jobstown Rd
Columbus, NJ 08022-1412
Phone: (609) 267-7410
Email: pevans@bscd.org
John Gonzalez, PE ~ Secretary
McCrone, Inc.
106 E. Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
Phone: (410) 398-1550
Email: kgonzalez@dol.net

West Virginia:

Charles Riling: charlie.r.riling@wv.gov
Bill Schelling: bschelling@maccaferri-usa.com
Alan Dinges: adinges@maccaferri-usa.com

At-Large:
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Steven Zwilling: stevez@profileproducts.com

www.acfenvironmental.com
Phone: 1-800-448-3636
Fax: 1-804-743-7779

A leading supplier of innovative, geosynthetic solutions for the construction industry.
Serving all of the Mid-Atlantic Region and Beyond.
Geotextiles - Woven, Nonwoven, High Strength
Silt Fence and Super Silt Fence (meets local regulations)
Erosion Control Blankets - Excelsior, Straw, Coconut, Jute Matting, Coir Fiber, Futura
TRMs (Turf Reinforcement Mats)
Fertilizer and Lime (complete line of seeding supplies including hydro seeding mulch)
ACBs (Articulating Block Systems)

Pavement Improvement - PaveTrac Woven Steel Mesh-Alternative to Full Depth Pavement Replacement, Paving Fabric, Crack Sealers
Geogrids z Safety Fence z Pond Liners z Porous Grass Parking z BioLogs z
MSE Walls & Slopes z PAM z Grass Seed z RainTank z ErosionEEL
On Staff Engineers, Jobsite Assistance, Product Recommendations, Custom Sewing & Cutting, 24 Hour Emergency Service, Training Seminars

Contact your local ACF office for additional information.

Chapter News
Many of you may not be aware that our past president
and founding board member Ed Stein recently underwent
quadruple bypass surgery at Christmas time and is
recovering at home. I’m sure he would love to hear
from some of his old friends for good wishes.
Ed’s email is edwardstein44@yahoo.com

Best wishes from the MAC Ed.

CHECK OUT our NEW website
at www.macieca.org
for all things MAC-IECA!

MAC Has New
State Representatives
At the close of the 15th Annual Conference held
in Pittsburgh, PA, the Mid-Atlantic Chapter voted three
new state representatives to its Board of Directors.
Ms. Brooke Leonard is a new representative
from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The state of
Maryland will be represented by Mr. Dale Foxwell and
the Commonwealth of Virginias’ newest representative
if Jason Beeler. If you know these folks, please
congratulate them on their appointments.
It is also a time of sorrow when the MAC Board
says goodbye to two of its long standing, original
Director’s in Mr. Jim Barrett and Mr. Ed Stein. These
gentlemen had a great deal to do with getting the MAC
started and setting the examples by which we still
follow today. Many wishes to both of them and we will
miss them greatly. Thanks for all that you have done.
To see a list of all of the MAC state
representatives, please go to the Executive Committee
link at www.macieca.org.

