Mid-Atlantic Chapter
Conference Wrap-up Newsletter
November 21, 2011

Volume 1, Issue 2

President Peterson’s Palaver
Inside this issue:

2012
Officers

2

Conference
Wrap-up

New State
Representative

Holiday
Greetings

3

4

5

19th Annual
Conference

6

Dover, DE

20th Annual
Conference

7

Williamsburg,
VA
EC 12

8

MAC

9

Conference
Pictures

10

Our IECA Mid-Atlantic Chapter’s 18th Annual Conference,
Workshop, and Trade Exposition held in Charleston, WV is now
history. By every measure it was a huge success. And once again
I want to congratulate Charlie Riling for his excellent job in managing the conference in Wild, Wonderful West Virginia. In reviewing
all the conference evaluations it looks as though 65% of all attendees thought things were excellent, and 35% thought everything
was good. No-one rated any aspect of the conference as fair or poor. The Marcellus shale session was mentioned as an excellent one, as was Rich McLaughlin’s
workshop. The soil bioengineering and water sampling sessions also received
special mention. The general comments were; great facilities, great food, great
atmosphere, very informative, and the information would be useful in the office
or in the field. Many mentioned that they were looking forward to our conference
in 2012. There were also some suggestions for change that we will look at
closely. On behalf of the entire MAC membership and board, I want to thank the
150 or so who attended. Our 2012 19th annual conference will be Sept. 17-21,
2012 at the Sheraton Dover Hotel in Dover, DE. I look forward to seeing you all
there. Mark those dates on your calendars.
In addition to recognizing many of our MAC officers and committee members while we were in Charleston, it was also my privilege to recognize Scott
Keefer and Charlie Riling with the President’s Award of Distinguished Service.
Scott and Charlie have made tremendous contributions to our chapter’s success
over many years and it was an honor to recognize them. Rob Lawson has also
served as our chapters nominating committee chairman for many years, and he
once again provided MAC members with a slate of candidates for our 2012 officers. The election was held at the members meeting on Sept. 22. Your 2012
MAC officers are John Peterson, President, Robert Pickett, 1 st Vice President,
Charles R. “Charlie” Riling, 2nd Vice President, Charles R. “Butch” Wilson, Secretary, Scott Keefer, Treasurer. These folks, along with our tremendous slate of
state directors will keep things humming in the MAC. And we always welcome
additional helpers. If you are willing to help out as a director in your state, just
let us know.
After our very successful conference, about 30 of us made the trek to the
Western Hemisphere’s second longest arch bridge, the New River Gorge Bridge.
We took the “bridge walk” on the catwalk under the bridge with the river 900’ below us. It was quite an experience and not for the faint of heart. This is the
bridge that is closed one day a year on “Bridge Day” to allow thousands of people
to walk across the bridge. If you meet certain prescribed qualifications, you can
also parachute from the bridge. What a wonderful ending to another successful
MAC conference.
Continued On Page 2
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2012 MAC-IECA Newly Elected Officers
by: Rob Lawson – Chairman Elections Committee
After 18 years of continuous International Erosion Control Association chapter leadership, the MidAtlantic Chapter remains exciting and strong as ever! This past conference in Charleston certainly attested
to an extremely informative and successful event. And speaking of strong, please welcome our new officers
for the 2012 term:

2nd

President – John Peterson, PE, CPESC
1st Vice President – Robert Pickett, CPESC
Vice President – Charles Riling, TRETCNO, ABI, CESSWI
Secretary – Charles Wilson, RLA, CPESC, CPSWQ
Treasurer – Scott Keefer, CPESC

Consisting of dynamic officers, board members (state reps) and a dynamic chapter as a whole, we
continue to look for more opportunities and challenges. I would really like to reach out to our newer members, or those who have not been actively involved in the chapter, to assume more leadership roles presenting your new ideas and actions that will keep our chapter “fresh”. It is truly rewarding, but also
strengthens your work resume, increases networking possibilities, but is also FUN. Talk to any board
member regarding opportunities that allows you to participate at any level you would care to participate. I
look forward to working with YOU next year in Delaware.

Peterson

Pickett

Riling

Wilson

Keefer

**********************************************************************************
President Peterson’s Palaver
(continued)
Now we start planning for 2012. We had planned to conduct a TMDL one-day workshop in conjunction with a VA Soil & Water Conservation District last September, but because of unfortunate circumstances
it had to be postponed. It will be rescheduled for sometime around April, 2012. Watch for news of it on our
MAC website. And if any of you know where we might advertise our chapter with our exhibit, just let us
know. We want to be visible in the Mid-Atlantic Area of PA, NJ, MD, DE, VA, WV, and DC.

Return to Page 1
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“It Was Heaven In 2011”
by: Charlie Riling
Another year and another conference has gone by the wayside. I must say that we you are truly having fun , the time does fly by. It seems like a couple of weeks ago, the conference planning was in its preliminary stages and now it is a thing of the past. I hope everyone that attended the conference took something home with them so that it was not a fleeing moment in the past. The conference started with a real
bang on Tuesday with the annual golf outing that was enjoyed by those that took to the links for the “cow
pasture pool” event. Once again the boys from WSSI held true to their legacy.
The conference got off to a rousing start with the Exhibitors Social on Tuesday night. That just got
the ball rolling. I hope the opening session on Wednesday morning got you excited and you couldn’t wait for
what was coming next. I know that myself as well as Randy Damron was wanting to
rattle the walls during the opening session. We had to tone it done slightly because
there was another meeting going on in one of the ballrooms and they didn’t like the
noise. I can’t thank Colonel Robert Peterson for being so gracious to deliver our keynote address. In talking with the Colonel, he indicated to me that he was overjoyed
and honored to have been asked and was more than happy to oblige.
Colonel Peterson

I want to thank everyone that took the time out of there
busy schedules to come and present at the conference. I was more than pleased that
everyone I contacted about speaking did so without hesitation. In looking at the
evaluations, the overwhelming majority of the sessions were well received. Their were
32 different speakers with 150 attendees and 19 exhibitors showing what they had to
offer.
After all the festivities and meetings were over, there was one last piece of
business to conduct. That was the Road Trip to the awarding winning New River
Gorge Bridge. Their were approximately 30 people that took this tour and all said that
they would not have missed it. Even the faint of heart or fear of heights did not stop
everyone that made the walk from enjoying the breath taking sights.
I would be remiss if I didn’t thanks a lot of folks that made this conference one
of happiness for me and success for the Chapter. I nor the Chapter can thank the
work that Jami Thompson and Pam Russell of the West Virginia Conservation Agency do for us each year
prior to and at the conference. From registration, program design, name badge design, session placards,
manning the registration desk, and so many other things, the MAC Conference’s are better because of this
relationship. To Randy Damron, Eric Steele (who provided the majority of the door prizes for the Wednesday
night reception), Kevin Huffman, Jeff Lanham and Sidney Goff from the WV Department of Transportation
for working so hard and providing what it took to put on the opening session and all of the technical support
for the breakout sessions, I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Peterson vs Peterson

I hope that everyone that was in attendance at the conference enjoyed themselves, renewed old
friendships, made new friends and learned a little more about the erosion and sediment control industry. I
can guarantee you that this fellow had a blast.

Happy Holidays to all of you and your families.
Return to Page 1
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New State Representative
The MAC would like to welcome to it’s Board of Directors, Mr. Mark
Hardek as its newest representative from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Mark joined Propex Geosolutions in 2006 and currently serves as the MidAtlantic Regional Manager. Mark’s primary duties include the promotion and
education of turf reinforcement mats and geotextile solutions for low impact
development. Mark has an extensive background in vegetation establishment
and management, and earned his B.S. degree in Turfgrass and Soils Management from Penn State University. Mark has over 10 years of experience within
the construction/engineering community providing low impact development
solutions.
Mark and his wife live in Mars, PA with their 3 year old and 3 month old
children. Join me in welcoming Mark into the MAC family.

**********************************************************************************************************

THE CONTRACTORS SOURCE FOR SITE DEVELOPMENT
AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS


EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD SINCE 1983 *
Jobsite Products, Inc,
1515 Geham Road
Harleysville, PA 19438
www.jobsiteproducts.com

Return to Page 1
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19th Annual Conference,
Workshop & Trade Exposition

Sept. 17 ~ 21, 2012

Reserve the dates of September
17~21, 2012 on your calendar
for the MAC’s
Annual Conference, Workshop
& Trade Exposition

Sheraton Dover Hotel
Dover, Delaware

Professional Development Hours will be provided for all technical sessions.
Return to Page 1
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The Mid-Atlantic Chapter would like to invite everyone back to the place where it all began 20 years
ago. In 1993, the Fort Magruder Inn located in Williamsburg, VA played host to the first ever MAC
Conference
Reserve the dates of Sept.
16~20, 2013 on your calendar for the MAC’s
Annual Conference,
Workshop & Trade Expo.
Join us for the

Birthday Bash !!!

Crown Plaza Fort Magruder

Sept. 16 ~ 20, 2013
Professional Development Hours will be provided for all technical sessions.
Return to Page 1
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ACF Environmental Corporate Office
2831 Cardwell Road
Richmond, VA 23234
Phone: (800) 448-3636
email customer service @: Info@acfenvironmental.com
www.acrenvironmental.com
*********************************************************************************************************

The World's Largest Soil and Water Event
Rio All Suite Hotel and Casino
Las Vegas, Nevada
February 26–29, 2012

When: Wednesday, February 29 - 4:00pm-6:00pm
Return to Page 1
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At Bio-Chem, we
provide quality,
cost-effective
and timely services. We are
proud to say
that over 95% of
our business
comes from repeat customers.

www.biochemtesting.com

info@biochemtesting.com

*********************************************************************************************************

About MAC/IECA
MAC/IECA provides educational opportunities to better prepare members to address the multitude
of environmental issues unique to the Mid-Atlantic region; to establish an informational network within the
region in disciplines such as erosion and sediment control, stormwater management, wetland mitigation
and stream stabilization; to tap the wealth of knowledge and the resources available in the Mid-Atlantic
region and to share experiences and successes with other throughout the world through the IECA and the
Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the IECA.

The Goals of the MAC/IECA Are:



To educate its members, the public and the erosion and sediment control industry.
To disseminate information through conferences, seminars and communication media.



To provide technical expertise for people, organizations and governments seeking assistance in the field
of erosion and soil conservation.



To promote the expertise of erosion and sediment control specialists through professional certification.

Membership In The MAC/IECA Provides:
Provides information you can’t find anywhere else.
Improves your erosion control skills.

#

Gives you a competitive edge.

Recognizes your expertise through certifications.
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